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farm; we heard the geese squawking, so we got our guns ready and we made up our minds we would 
have a goose for dinner, but before we could get a shot they splashed the water, and away they went; 
they made an awful splash as they rose; they were wild geese." 

C.P.R. A TOTE ROAD. 

"The road that we travelled was part of a tote rode; the tote trail they toted the provisions in for the men 
through the mountains. The road was in some places good, but in others very muddy and wet; awfully 
hard work travelling for men carrying a heavy load; we had a great big buffalo robe, and a gun and a big 
Colts retriever, and a hatchet, and our loads were heavy." 

Snow SLIDES. 

"After we had travelled several days going west, we began to hear the snow slides, the avalanches 
coming down, a continuous sort of thunder storm roar coming down every five or ten minutes; those snow 
slides coming down the mountain, and we were wondering when one was going to come down on top of 
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us. The mountain peaks were very high and covered with deep snow; one slide had come down a few 
weel<s before we crossed, and there were five men under it. Their corpses were found, but the bears had 
eaten their heads off." 

Revelstoke, a log hut hamlet. Gamblers and desperadoes. 

"Then we got down to the Columbia River and stayed a day or so. The population there — I suppose that 
is Revelstoke now — was about two or three hundred, and of course miners and prospectors and a few 
stores, and one barber shop there. The loggers lived in huts built of logs, the huts were about sixteen foot 
square, and they played poker and blackjack, and had the money stacked up in the middle of the table, 
and sight-seeing around the logger's huts, anyway huts or cabins or whatever you call them, they sat 
there and played blackjack and poker all day long, with the money stacked in the middle of the table, and 
never washed themselves, and hardly ever cut their hair, just sat in great big red and blue jackets, dirty, 
they looked like goats or something; just sat around all day playing blackjack. 

"In one of these huts there was a round table filled with gamblers; they were playing for stakes and the 
money was heaped up in the centre of the table. They didn't look as if they ever prospected; they looked 
as though they spent all their days gambling. There was a nigger in one of them, and he sat there — he 
looked as though he was the attendant — and his rifle was close beside him in the corner of the hut. It 
looked to me as though they were a gang of desperadoes there to shoot up travellers as they went 
through the mountains and take what they could from them." 

Indian pack ponies. 

"Our packs got so heavy that we had to buy a couple of ponies from the Indians; that was at the same 
place; we paid twenty-five dollars each for the ponies; my brother bought the pack saddles; they wouldn't 
cost much, perhaps five dollars for the two. We were ferried across the river, and then I told my brother 
Sam, 'Now,' I says, 'those people are desperadoes, and they have that nigger with the rifle, and we shall 
have to watch out or that nigger will get us going through the trail in the mountains.' 

"So we took our blankets and we packed two ponies, and an old miner come along used to packing, and 
he says, 'Why, boys, you've never packed a pony before; now, take all the sack stuff off the ponies,' and 
we took it off and he put the packs on right. And then he tightened up the cinch so tight I thought perhaps 
the pony would not be able to breathe or get along, but we found out it was all right, and the pony got 
along fine." 

Highway robber. 

"Well, so we had started on our way again. When we got out about a mile I said to my brother, 'Now you 
watch on your side, and I'll watch on my side.' We were riding abreast. I was on the left. 'We'll be ready 
for that nigger, and be on our guard.' A big fire had burnt out all one side, and there were big black logs 
and small trees here and there, lying on the ground, but covered with snow about a foot deep. So I saw 
my brother wasn't watching very good on his side; anybody could get a level on him and shoot him, so I 
said to myself, 'I'll keep watch on both sides, for I know that nigger is there to get us.' We had sixteen 
hundred dollars in cash on us. My brother had seven hundred and fifty sewed in his shirt, and I had seven 
hundred and fifty sewed in my shirt. We hadn't gone very much further when I saw this nigger with his rifle 
behind one of those big rocks, and he had it trained on us; if we had gone another ten or fifteen feet he 
would have had the two of us in a line, and killed both of us with one bullet. When I saw him, he ducked 
behind a log, so I said to my brother, 'He was going to get us; now we will get him.' So my brother says, 
'No; we're safe now; we'd better go on.' If I had not seen him neither of us would have come through, and 
I should not be here today. 

"Protection in the mountains was rare; there might have been one or two mounted police in the whole 
valley." 

C.P.R. Atoteroad. 

"Then we went up the west side of the Columbia River, and gradually ascended the range of mountains; 
the trail was very wet and muddy and as we ascended it got colder; there was very seldom a place to 
sleep; we came to a place where the trees had fallen across the tote road; we could not get our ponies 
through; we had to go away around in the bush to get our ponies through. So we sold the ponies for thirty 
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dollars apiece, and started out on foot again. I remember selling them, but who to, or where, I don't recall. 
It was so inconvenient with the ponies; you had to swim the rivers, and the trees were all blown across 
the tote road, and we had to go away around through the bush with the ponies; it was hard work. So we 
swam one river with them, but after that we sold them." 

Shuswap Lake. 

"Well, then we got to the top of the range, and it was cold and no covering; we could not sleep; shivered 
all night. Then we came down to the Shuswap Valley; the Okanagan and the Thompson River. Oh, it took 
us days and days and days getting through there. We came to the Shuswap Lake, three or four small 
lakes; they had small scows, and we jumped aboard, and they had great big long paddles, and we rowed 
ourselves across the lakes. 

"Finally we came down the Thompson River to Kamloops on a sternwheeler, and we heard the C.P.R. 
had let a contract to an American firm called the Onderdonk firm to build the C.P.R. track from the coast 
into the interior. So we made up our minds that when we came to the track coming in from the coast, we 
would take the track to Port Moody, which was then the C.P.R. terminal of the great continental railway. 
There was no thought of Vancouver being the terminal at that time." 

AsHCROFT, B.C. Port Moody booming. Joseph W. Palmer, 1885. Last schoolmaster, 
Hastings Mill. 

"Then we came into the cattle ranch district, and the half-breeds; whitemen had married squaws and had 
half-breed families about them, and we met the Semlins, the member of parliament, and he was married 
to an Indian woman, and we were talking to his sons; he was supposed to be one of the rich men up 
there in those days among the cattle men. Then after we came down the Thompson River, and caught up 
to where the Onderdonk railway was built, we took caboose on the train to Port Moody; a little better at 
this end than flat cars; we got a caboose ride, and then we got into Hope. We landed in Port Moody, and 
met our brother Joseph there, who had come around by, I think, the Union Pacific, San Francisco, and 
boat up to Victoria. He had just landed in Victoria, and came over to Port Moody to meet us. He was not 
teaching then at Hastings Sawmill. We arrived at Port Moody early in the spring of 1885, not 1886, but 
spring of 1 885. There was no town at Vancouver, but Port Moody was supposed to be booming; they 
were selling town lots and real estate men were there, but it was all woods and trees, but they were 
selling lots all the same, covered with trees." 

PORT Moody disappointing. Coal Harbour. 

"So when we saw the harbour we said, 'We're not going to stop; there's not going to be a big city here. 
There's no harbour; the harbour is too small; we won't invest our money here.' So we waited through the 
summer to see what future developments the C.P.R. would make. They started to build a wharf at Port 
Moody for the steamships to land their freight. But all of a sudden, they quit, and the rumour was spread 
that they were going to leave Port Moody and go to the harbour at Coal Harbour. But the real estate men 
and the big men at Port Moody, with investments there said, 'No. A ship can't anchor in Coal Harbour or 
Burrard Inlet; it would be blown ashore; it's too open; would be smashed up and wrecked.' So we 
procured a boat, and rowed twelve miles up the inlet to see for ourselves and we considered it a beautiful 
harbour, so we said, 'We'll not stay at Port Moody; we'll get out.' There was no place in 'Gastown' or 
Hastings Sawmill to start in business of any kind; it was too young. We went over to New Westminster 
which was quite a little town at that time, and started early in 1886 in New Westminster, and lived there. 
We were going into the teaming business." 

Horse AND TEAMS. 

"By this time we heard that the C.P.R. had definitely decided to build their terminal at Burrard Inlet, so we 
made up our minds that we would be the first to get into 'Gastown' — with our teams. So we went up 
country to beyond Hope and got two teams of ranch horses, and had harness made in New Westminster 
for them. We came down river part on boat and part on trail. We waited in New Westminster until there 
was a better road to Gastown, and when the road was completed we drove our teams over, and started in 
business hauling lumber and slabs from the Hastings Sawmill." 
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Memo of conversation with Envoy Thomas James McGill and Mrs. McGill, nee 
Laura AiKENHEAD, both of the Salvation Army, now of 4586 West Sixth Avenue, 

WHO VERY KINDLY CALLED AT THE CITY ARCHIVES THIS AFTERNOON, 1 1 SEPTEMBER 1945. 

Mrs. McGill came carrying a small parcel and Envoy McGill drew a small book from his pocket. 

Salvation Army. Tambourine. George Hodson. 

Mrs. McGill: "This is not my tambourine; it belongs to Mrs. George Hodson, wife of Sergeant-Major 
Hodson of the Salvation Army Citadel on Gore Avenue; he has been Sergeant-Major for twenty-five 
years; they live at 4383 West 1 5* Avenue. Mrs. Hodson gave it to me to bring to you for your Archives. I 
asked Sergeant-Major Hodson if he had a spare tambourine he could spare, and the next time I saw him 
he said Mrs. Hodson would give hers. Here it is." 

HALLELUJAH LASSIES. TIMBRELS. 

"We had an early officer, his name was Archer, he could play the tambourine wonderfully well; the 
tambourine used to be used on the march and during the testimony meeting. They don't use it much now; 
the brass band takes its place; but in small towns they still use the tambourine; they use it over at North 
Vancouver. There is a woman soldier at the Citadel who plays the tambourine every Wednesday night. 
They used them in bible times. Mariam played the timbrels when they got through the Red Sea, and were 
rejoicing that the enemy had been drowned and they had escaped; we suppose that the timbrels were the 
same as the tambourine. I think the word tambourine is American. In ancient days the maidens played the 
timbrels on the march; in more recent days, the Hallelujah Lassies of the Salvation Army, but they don't 
do it so frequently now. You must thank Mrs. George Hodson for the tambourine." 

SALVATION Army song book. Salvation Army in Yukon. 

Envoy McGill: "This is my song book, one of the early ones. I bought [it] in Winnipeg about 1 890 where I 
was a Salvation Army Officer. First I was cadet, then lieutenant, then captain, then ensign, and then 
adjutant. I was adjutant in the Klondike in 1 898. I was one of the pioneer Salvation Army party who went 
over the Chilcoot Pass to establish the Army in Dawson, Y.T. The party started in Toronto; I joined them 
in Winnipeg, and we went by the steamer Tees from Vancouver to Skagway, then around to Dyea to get 
to the Chilcoot Pass route for Dawson." 

COMMANDER EVA BOOTH. GENERAL WILLIAM BOOTH. 

"Commander Eva Booth, she was General William Booth's daughter, she was with the party; she was in 
charge of Canada at the time; it was Commander Eva Booth who actually sent the party to the Klondike. 
When General Booth was in Seattle before the 'Rush' started, he saw so many people getting ready and 
heading for the Klondike, so he told his daughter to organise a party and send them north to the gold 
fields." 

SALVATION Army, Yukon, 1898. Klondike Rush. 

"The party was in charge of Adjutant George Dowell, and I was second in command, there was Ensign 
Morris, and Ensign Bloss, and Captain Keenie, and Captain Lecocq, and the two women were Rebecca 
Hennery and a Mrs. Lieutenant Aitken, who was a sort of nurse. Rebecca Hennery was Staff Captain. We 
had two detachable canoes, and we, that is the six men and two women, carried our packs and the two 
canoes, taken apart in three pieces, and we carried the lots over the Pass on our backs. That was the 
heaviest job I ever had in my life. We put the canoes together and had the time of our life in all those 
lakes, and the Thirty Mile River, and the Fifty Mile River. It was June; we were three weeks on the way; 
we must have left Winnipeg some time in the early part of May 1 898. At the time it was the most northerly 
post the Salvation Army ever had, and I know of nothing further north since." 

SALVATION Army, Dawson, Y.T. Welcome and establishment. 

"When we got to Dawson we got the most amazing welcome. I had composed a Klondike Song; here it is; 
this is a copy of it; I composed it in Winnipeg. We were without what is called a 'Taking' song, and as I 
was a fairly good singer, I made up my mind that I would compose a song, and we sung it at all the 
meetings we had all the way to Dawson. But when we got to Dawson I venture to say there were about 
five hundred men — hardly a woman in sight — crowded on the main street, which was sawdust, and they 
lined the river bank. Why! The first collection was something like seventy dollars. We got a wonderful 
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reception. We had our tents with us, and we put them up on a piece of ground where the police told us to 
go and place them; the women had a small tent; the men had a big one; both square tents about twelve 
feet by sixteen feet. There were so many incidents in connection with the Dawson experiences that I 
really don't know where to start. Well, we went up river to cut logs to build a barracks, and we made them 
into a raft, but we didn't know much about working a raft. We floated down river, but when we were just 
about to Dawson we were on the opposite side to what we wanted to be, opposite side to Dawson City. 
The river is very wide there, and very swift. We managed to get snubbed a few miles down river, and then 
we took our canoes, and put bolsters across each end of the canoes, and loaded the logs on each side, 
and two men began to row, and one to steer, and the first thing to do was to cross the river. So we got 
across and between rowing and towing we managed to get our logs up past the City again, and this time 
on the bank we wanted them. Then we repeated that operation again and again until we got every log 
back. We were young and strong. 

"The Salvation Army stayed in Dawson for years, and the first officers were followed by a regular 
succession of others. 

Salvation Army, Skagway, Alaska. 

Mrs. McGill: "My husband" (Envoy McGill) "was farewelled from Dawson and sent to open up Skagway, 
and that is where I came into the picture. We were married in Victoria. I was Miss Laura Aikenhead, and 
we met in Victoria, and were married in the old Presbyterian Church — it was an Army wedding — we got 
the use of the church, and Dr. Campbell, Presbyterian minister, married us." 

The Salvation Army and the "Klondike Rush," 1898. 

Note: in May 1898, a party of eight members of the Salvation Army, six men and two women, left Toronto 
and Winnipeg to proceed via Vancouver, the steamship Tees, Skagway, Dyea, the Chilcoot Pass, lakes. 
Thirty Mile River and Fifty Mile River, to establish the Salvation Army in Dawson, Yukon Territory. Ensign 
Thomas James McGill was adjutant, and, lacking a song with a "swing" in it, he composed his own. It was 
sung, with gusto, at their meetings en route. Afterwards his party built their own log cabin at Dawson, 
hewing the logs with their own hands, floating them down river to the site, and then erecting the log cabin 
themselves. Their arrival at Dawson met with a most cordial and spontaneous welcome from a large 
crowd, probably five hundred, gold miners. 

In August 1945, Envoy and Mrs. McGill participated in the solemn ceremony of the rededication of 
Hallelujah Point, Stanley Park, 22 August 1945, where Major Matthews, City Archivist, made their 
acquaintanceship. On 1 5 September following. Envoy McGill gave Major Matthews a manuscript of the 
song, McGill's Klondike Song. 

McGiLL's Klondyke Song 

Tune: "We're Going Back to Dixie" 

When the General was in Seattle 

Amid the noise and smoke of battle. 

His heart went out in pity for the North, 

The Commissioner took in the situation. 

And arranged this expedition; 

So now we're off to Klondyke for all we're worth. 

Chorus 

We're going to the Klondyke (repeat) 

We're going after sinners in that land 

We're happy lads and lassies 

We're not afraid of passes 

We're going to the Klondyke at God's command. 

Here's Dowell, an old-timer. 
And Keeney, he's a climber, 
Lecocq and Bloss have been on men-of-war. 
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McGill is an old farmer, 

And Morris, lie's a charmer. 

And Ellery and Aiken are all there. (Chorus.) 

There's lack of woman's nursing. 

There's lack of woman's tears, 

A famine of their love and tender care. 

So open up your purses; assist those two brave nurses. 

Who for Jesus' sake are going right up there. (Chorus.) 

Composed by Thos. J. McGill, in Brandon, Manitoba, 1898. 

18 September 1945 - Moodyville, Burrard Inlet. Early fire protection. 

Memo of conversation, over the phone, with Miss Muriel Crakanthorp, R.C.A.F. No. 2 Equipment Depot, 
Indian Reserve, False Creek, only daughter of Mrs. Alice Crakanthorp, 1406 Davie Street, pioneer of 
Burrard Inlet, 1873; first at Hastings Sawmill, 1873, and afterwards at Moodyville Sawmill, 18 September 
1945. 

Moodyville Sawmill. Moodyville, B.C. Fire protection. 

Miss Muriel Crakanthorp: "Mother says to tell you that there was no fire brigade at Moodyville; all they had 
was barrels and buckets of water on top of the roof of the sawmill; the buckets had something painted on 
them like 'Property of Moodyville Sawmill'; something like that. 

"In the case of fire, the men of the mill were supposed to rush up on top of the mill and man the buckets. 
There was lots of water at Moodyville, and there were very few fires. If a house caught on fire, the men all 
gathered and put it out with buckets; bucket brigade. There was no hose, or fire brigade; just buckets." 

As told to me. J.S. Matthews. 

Conversation, same day, with Mr. Calvin Patterson, brother, Mrs. Alice 
Crakanthorp, proprietor, cigar stand. Hotel Georgia. 

Moodyville Sawmill. Moodyville, B.C. Fire protection. 

Mr. Patterson: "Oh, they had some hose, and hose reels about the sawmill too." 

Memo of conversation with Mr. Theodore Bryant, Ladysmith, B.C., 24 September 

1945. 

Son of the Rev. Cornelius Bryant, minister of the (Wesleyan) Methodist Church, more commonly known 
as the "Indian Church" at Granville, or "Gastown" from 1878 to 1881 . Mr. Bryant is on a visit to Vancouver; 
has been up to Prince Rupert for a trip; also to Ashcroft, and is on his way home, and spent this afternoon 
in the City Archives. Despite his age he is sound of mind and thought, and as active as a cricket. He has 
been a postmaster over fifty years; first at Wellington, Vancouver Island, for thirteen years and eight 
months, and at Ladysmith since 1907. 

Roller skating rink. Hastings Townsite. George Black. 

Mr. Bryant: "It was earlier than 1 881 that George Black had a skating rink, roller skates, at Hastings, 
because Father was here from 1 878 to 1 881 , and it was before we left. George Black used to get a 
wagon, fill it with straw, and come down to Granville, or 'Gastown' as they call it now, and pile all the 
children he could get into the wagon; sit us on the straw, and take us up to Hastings Townsite to his 
skating rink." 

Granville Hotel. Sullivans of Granville. Magee Bros, store. Joseph Mannion. 

"In this photograph here, this Granville Hotel" (photo C.V., Dist. N. 19, P. 30; Granville, 1884) "this hotel 
was not the original Granville Hotel; the one you see here was built while we were in Granville, probably 
in 1 879 or 1 880. It replaced an earlier building, which was pulled down or moved or something, but I 
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remember them building tliis one. And tine Sullivan store here, that was built after the Granville Hotel, 
about a year after, say about 1880 or 1881; I remember them building it. This small building here still 
further west, this was where the Magee Bros, of the North Arm, Fraser River, had a grocery store. There 
was a road passed between Sullivan's and this low white building, and it led to the shoemaker's, Edward 
McKendry I suppose, at the back." 

Bagpipes, 1878-1881. Edward McKendry, shoemaker. 

"Bear this in mind; we left here in 1881, so anything I tell you must have happened before that. The first 
time I ever heard bagpipes was in the shoemaker's cabin and store at the back of Sullivan's. I did not 
know what bagpipes were, and went home and asked my mother. There was no dance or anything, no 
ceremony of any sort; the shoemaker, whom I suppose was Edward McKendry, used to play them of an 
evening after his work; just to revive old memories and pass the time, I suppose. Whether he or George 
Black had the first bagpipes I do not know, but I have seen George Black dancing Scotch dances at New 
Westminster." 

First Salvation Army, New Westminster. 

"I was at the first Salvation Army meetings in New Westminster; we were a bunch of boys, and we used to 
go and listen to their singsongs. I can remember some of their songs yet; one was 'Come, come, come, 
come; come away to Jesus.' They had a little place upstairs on Columbia Street, on the river side of the 
street. There was a good crowd there. It was the novelty." 

Major Matthews: What attracted the crowd? 

Mr. Bryant: "The Salvation Army will attract a crowd, anywhere, anytime. There were only two of them." 
(See narrative of Mrs. H.E. Greatrex.) "That must have been about 1887." 

Brew's Point. Johnnie Baker's Clearing. Nine O'clock Gun. Hallelujah Point. 

At a luncheon, given by the Parks Board, to two hundred pioneers and others of Vancouver on the 
occasion of the re-entry of Locomotive No. 374, which drew the first trans-Canada passenger train from 
Montreal to Vancouver, 23 May 1887, held in the Stanley Park Pavilion, 22 August 1945, Major Matthews, 
City Archivist, was called upon by the Chairman, Mr. Holland, Parks Board, to introduce Mrs. H.E. 
Greatrex, one of the four founders of the Salvation Army in Vancouver, and to do it in the fewest words, 
owing to the proceedings being on a schedule. 

Major Matthews: (addressing the 200 at the tables) 

Come with me where we are going next: to Brew's Point, Johnnie Baker's Clearing, Nine O'Clock 
Gun, or Hallelujah Point; all the same place. Look! In all directions the silent forest covers the 
land; at high tide the waters lap the lower branches. Deadman's Island is a gem of emerald 
floating in a sea of blue. 

There, in the distance, coming towards us from the Carrall Street log float, is a work boat; there 
are people in it. Presently, the bow grates on the gravel of the beach at our feet; men step out 
and, on their shoulders, slowly carry a small coffin of rude boards up the low cliff and into the 
trees. New earth is scattered about and, at the bottom of a shapeless hole in the ground, 
shapeless as a shell hole, the mourners gently place their burden; climb out again and stand, in a 
circle with others, solemn and silent, on the rim. No clergyman is available on Burrard Inlet, but 
the bull puncher is there, in his lumberjack's shirt and his caulk boots. The bull puncher is 
troubled. 

"Ain't nobody going to say nothing?" murmurs the bull puncher, and then, as no one says 
"nothing," slips his hand in his vest pocket, withdraws a tiny prayer book, opens it and 
commences to read: 

"In as much as it has pleased Almighty God in His mercy to take unto Himself the soul of our dear 
sister — " 

Then all help to fill in the grave, return to their boat, and row back to Gastown. 
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Sunday afternoon, a week later, comes another smaller boat. Father, Mr. McCord, carries a tiny 
head board, with rounded top, made with his own hands and painted white with little [Maud] 
sister's name daubed in black; Mother carries a jam jar for water and sister carries a posy of 
flowers to put in it. In the silence of the forest. Father sinks the head board in the earth while 
Mother arranges the flowers in the jar. 

There are from fifty to one hundred graves beneath the road from Hallelujah Point to the Brockton 
Point Lighthouse. "Each in his narrow cell forever laid, the rude forefathers of Vancouver sleep." 
Hallelujah Point is hallowed ground; tread lightly as you pass. 

The years come and go; it is a brilliant summer's day such as this. Another, larger boat is coming 
towards us from Carrall Street; a joyful picnic party; the Hallelujah Lassies are coming, coming 
with flag and drum and tambourine, coming to sing and to pray and to play. May I request Mrs. 
Greatrex, one of them, one of the four founders of the Salvation Army in Vancouver, to continue 
the story of Hallelujah Point half a century ago. 

(Major Matthews resumes seat.) 

Salvation Army, its first street parade, Vancouver, 10 December 1887. 

Memo of conversation (over the phone) with Mrs. Hannah Elizabeth Greatrex, nee Lynes (pronounced 
Ly-ness), who lives with her daughter, Mrs. C.F. Williams, 3615 Irvine Street, Burnaby, and kindly 
telephoned me, 10 December 1943. 

First Salvation Army street parade. 

Mrs. Greatrex: "We went on the corner of Carrall and Cordova Street and had an open air meeting, the 
first; today is the anniversary, 10* December. Captain Mary Hackett, Lieutenant Iverack, Lieutenant 
Tirney, and myself" (Lieutenant Lynes) "just the four of us, and our drum and flag. And then after the open 
air meeting — that was the first in Vancouver — we paraded down to the other end of Carrall Street, and the 
men all followed us, and we went into Hart's Opera House and had another meeting in there." 

J.S. Matthews, December 1943. 

Old Hastings Mill Store, Alma Road. Sunday, 3 June 1945. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, 3 June 1945, the Native Daughters of B.C., Post No. 1, held a reception and 
tea for the Pioneers of Vancouver, the Park Commissioners and the Trustees and Governors, City 
Archives. One hundred and fifty or more attended; it was a beautiful afternoon and the old building was 
comfortably crowded. 

It had been previously arranged with Mr. Roy A. Hunter, Chairman, Governors, that he should call at 3516 
Main Street with his motor car and "pick up" Mr. and Mrs. John Henry Scales who, next October (1945) 
will celebrate their Diamond wedding anniversary. Mr. John Henry Scales is the son of John Scales, 
Royal Engineer, and is said to be one of the only two now surviving of the party of Royal Engineers, wives 
and children who came to British Columbia, via the Horn, on the famous Thames City in 1859. Mr. John 
Henry Scales was born on the Island of Mauritius. He first saw Burrard Inlet in or about 1869 and is now 
the earliest living resident of Vancouver. When he came past Brockton Point in a rowboat with his father, 
there were three shacks only and the old Stamp's Sawmill to be seen on the Vancouver waterfront. Mr. 
Scales is 91 ; Mrs. Scales, 84, is now inclined to be feeble. 

Mr. Hunter and I (Major J.S. Matthews) sat beside Mr. Scales waiting for the ceremonials to begin, and 
the following conversation took place. 

Old Hastings Mill Store. First pile driver on Burrard Inlet. 

Mr. Scales: "I saw this building being built. We were coming along from Gastown in a canoe and I saw in 
front of me something I had never seen before. It was a great high thing and they were hauling a 'stick'" 
(pile or pole) "up it; we wondered what they were doing. It was a pile driver; I had never seen a pile driver 
before. Then, after a while, they had a big heavy piece of iron and they kept dropping it on top of the pile; 
they dropped it three times and that was the first pile ever driven, I should think, in Burrard Inlet. We were 
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coming along in a canoe from our liome; tine old coal shack down at the foot of what is now Abbott Street; 
the old deserted cabin of those who had drilled for coal and which we occupied." 

Hastings Mill Store wharf. 

"Before they had the Hastings Sawmill wharf, all they had was the beach. When a boat came in, it had to 
push its way up as best it could on the beach and land things as best they could, but after they built the 
wharf they could land things properly, at any stage of the tide; they had a sloping place" (gangway) 
"where the boats could land their cargo at any time." 

The old, old Hastings Mill Store. 

Major Matthews: Did you say you saw this building built? 

Mr. Scales: "Certainly. Before they built this store they had the earlier one. It was a building where they 
kept everything wanted for the mill and loggers. When a logger wanted anything, he went to that old store 
and got it; all they wanted for the mill, too. There were not so many people here that they wanted a 
regular store. All they wanted was a building to keep all sorts of stuff in, from tools to groceries; 
everything. Oh yes, I saw them build this building." 

Note: in an old advertisement published in the News-Advertiser, 2 October 1891, there appears: 

HASTINGS MILL STORE 
1 868— Established— 1 868 

If this is correct, then Mr. John Scales, R.E., and his wife and children, including John Henry Scales, must 
have come here in 1868 or earlier. 

Subsequently, Mr. Hunter took Mr. and Mrs. Scales back to their home, but before doing so, took them for 
a drive around those more splendid parts of the city which Mr. Scales had never seen. 

Memo of conversation with Mrs. Robert Mackie, 2510 Southwest Marine Drive, 

FORMERLY MiSS MARGARET ELIZABETH McCLEERY, YOUNGEST DAUGHTER OF THE (ONE OF) 
FIRST SETTLERS ON THE SITE OF VANCOUVER, I.E., FITZGERALD McCLEERY, OF D.L. 315, 3 

July 1945. 

Mrs. Mackie came carrying an old wash board, and two ox bows, which go around the neck to oxen, fit 
into the yoke. 

Oxen. Ox bows. Ox yokes. 

Mrs. Mackie said: "Here are the two bows you asked for; got them out of the barn. They were used on our 
farm by my father for plowing; they used to go around the necks of our two oxen we plowed D.L. 31 5 with; 
one was called 'Bright' and the other 'Jerry'; They were both pure white oxen. 

"Father says in his diary that the flies were bad, and bothering 'Bright' and 'Jerry'; that was when my 
sister" (Mrs. Logan) "was born; it's in his diary." 

Note: Mrs. Logan was born 1878. 

Note: I have tired to fit the bows to the yoke given us by the Mitchell Estate, which was without bows, but 
the McCleery bows are a little too large for the holes in the yoke — too wide apart. If I steam the bows I 
think I can bend them in closer so that they will fit. 

JSM. 
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Memo of conversation with Mrs. Russell Alonzo Leonard, nee Andrews, pioneer, 
September 1885, Victoria, September 1886, Vancouver (after the first Fire), 811 
Thurlow Street, who very kindly called at the City Archives this afternoon 
accompanied by mrs. co. boyd of 2142 west second avenue, 3 october 1945. 

Hotel Vancouver, 1887. 

Mrs. Leonard: "I came to Vancouver from Victoria in September 1886; tliere were no trains in liere tlien. I 
was born at Andrewsville, near Ottawa; named to lionour my fatlier; and tlien I came to Victoria from 
Collingwood, Ontario. My liusband and I were married in Clinton, Ontario, and lived one year in 
Collingwood. We were married 1^' January 1884, Wesleyan Methodist. We came to British Columbia by 
the Northern Pacific Railway to Tacoma; there were no trains into Seattle at that time; then by boat to 
Victoria. My husband was like most men; he was a rover." 

Genealogy. 

Major Matthews: Can I say you roved? 

Mrs. Leonard: "Oh, yes, I'm very glad I came. The first work Mr. Leonard did here was on the foundation 
of the old Hotel Vancouver." (Southwest corner, Georgia and Granville.) 

"We brought one daughter, ten months old, with us. She is now Mrs. Ernest John Peel. Hattie's husband 
is an electrician at Kerrisdale. They have three boys. Mrs. Peel was born 22""^ November 1884." 

GEORGIA STREET EAST. HARRIS STREET. 

"Colin was born January 1887, the 9*^, on what is now known as Georgia Street East, but in those days, 
Harris Street. Our house was one of the first. I think there were three others. Mr. Leonard built it himself. 
Colin married, but is now a widower; there were no children. 

"Frank S. Leonard, my third child, was born in Clinton, Ontario, in March" (about 28**^) "1888. I was there 
on a visit. Frank is married, no children. Amy was born also in Clinton, Ontario. She is now Mrs. 
Alexander T. Windt; they live in Vancouver, and they have one son and two girls, all married. 

"Alice Emily was born when we were living on Georgia Street West, in that row of brick houses opposite 
the Safeways." (Southeast corner, Seymour and Georgia.) "She is Mrs. John Mellish, Sydney, N.S.W., 
and they have one daughter. That completes the family; two sons and three daughters. 

"Mr. Leonard died in the Peace River country, at Dawson Creek, seven years ago; about 1838." 

Church Street. 

Major Matthews: Do you know how that little lane by the old Congregational Church on Georgia Street got 
its name? 

Mrs. Leonard: "Mr. Leonard called it that because we had four dwelling houses down it. Mr. Leonard was 
a contractor; he was skilled as a bricklayer, and he built those brick houses facing Georgia Street, but do 
not confuse them with four, one and a half storey houses which were on the lane behind the Georgia 
Street houses, and which faced east, and there were still more, and a store, on Seymour Street facing 
west." (See Goad's Map, 1893, folio 19.) 

"Well, people did not like living on a lane or alley, so Mr. Leonard named that alley Church Street; you can 
see it marked here on your map." 

B.C. Sugar Refinery. 

"Afterwards Mr. Leonard built the first sugar refinery; his men would not build the high chimney; too high 
for them, or something; so he built it himself with his own hands." 

Alaska. Salmon cannery. 

"I made eight trips to Alaska. Mr. Leonard had a salmon cannery on Chilcoot Inlet, and I went up for two 
months each summer. The first time I went up was the year before the Islander went down." 



329 



Salmon cannery. Provincial Cannery. Eburne, B.C. 

"He also had a cannery out on the Fraser River before that; it was on Lulu Island just across the bridge, 
the second bridge; it was called the Provincial Cannery. It was sold, and the company sent him to Alaska 
to the other cannery which he had built. I don't recall how many years he was there, and then the 
company sent him northwest again; he was about fifty miles from a place called Yakupat" (sic); "the 
cannery was built right in the shadow of Mount St. Ellas. He was there until the beginning of the first 
Great War, 1914. They called it the St. Ellas Packing Company. He had his own boat and he was putting 
up salmon for a company in Seattle; he had sent out all the salmon excepting fifty thousand cases. He 
had sent two hundred thousand cases and was bringing down the other fifty thousand cases on his boat, 
but coming out of the river to get into the ocean, the vessel was wrecked; the salmon lost. Five men 
swam or floated back to the cannery, but could not stay there as the supplies left were only just sufficient 
for the watchman, so they had to walk fifty miles to Yakupat" (sic); "they walked back and were there fifty- 
three days before they got a boat out. Then the war broke out. So he got back to Vancouver with 
nothing." 

Cariboo. 

"in 1914 we went into the Cariboo; seventeen miles north of Soda Creek; we took up a piece of land; 
Buckshot Andrews was up at Australian about five or six miles. We were there for ten years, farming, 
mixed farming; we were on the west side of the river, not on the Cariboo Road; Castle Rock was the 
name of our post office. Our nearest neighbour was a mile away — a Chinaman, Oh Sing Lee." 

English Bay Beach. Greer's Beach. 

Major Matthews: And still you say you are glad you came? 

Mrs. Leonard: "Sure I am? Georgia Street, down to English Bay Beach was just a trail, and we used to go 
to Greer's Beach, go across the railway trestle, and pick berries, wild blackberries, and there was never a 
berry grown yet which was any better than those berries. Then my husband would come and bring us 
home; we walked." 

Conversation with Mr. Matthew Sergius Logan, of 1259 West Georgia Street, 

WHERE HE RESIDES IN A HOUSE BUILT, YEARS AGO, BY THE HON. F.L. CARTER-COTTON, 

OWNER-EDITOR OF THE NEWS-ADVERTISER, 20 NOVEMBER 1945. 

His office is in the Crown Building, 615 West Pender Street, in which office he was the first tenant, and 
has been there thirty-five years. He very kindly called, at our invitation, at the City Archives this afternoon 
for a chat. 

Genealogy. 

Mr. Logan said: "I was born in Morrisburg, Ontario, forty-five miles straight south from Ottawa on the St. 
Lawrence River. My father was Matthew Logan; he was a farmer; he was born in Elma, just north of there. 
Mother's name was Miss Elizabeth Jane Allison; they were of Scotch descent. My grandfather Logan 
came to Canada somewhere around 1840, I think from County Antrim in Ireland. Father had two sons and 
one daughter; Grandfather had three sons and three daughters. I have no children. On my mother's side. 
Mother's father had four daughters and seven sons. I was brought up on a farm until I was nine years old; 
I have milked fifteen cows at one sitting when I was a boy nine years old. I have heard Mother say that 
she had milked twenty-seven cows. I have heard her say that she had taken the wool off the sheep's 
back, and put it on a man's back. We had forty cows on our farm; butter and cheese; Father had a 
cheese factory on the farm. Our family belonged to the Wesleyan Methodists. I was educated at 
Morrisburg Collegiate Institute; it was a sort of advanced high school; they prepared students for the 
university. 

"My brother, Andrew Allison Logan, died in Vancouver in 1930; my sister, Nettie, died in Morrisburg, 
unmarried, in 1877, and I am the other of the three children. Andrew's widow is dead, but of his children, 
Nettie, the eldest of the family, died about 1 925, leaving a son and daughter; one is on the prairie at Oak 
Lake, Manitoba, and the son is in the American Navy; quite a high officer, and has seen service in the 



330 



present war in Japan. Ralph Andrew Logan, the son, lives in Vancouver, mining property operator. James 
Josiah Logan lives in Winnipeg, Manitoba; that is all of Andrew's children. 

"My wife. Miss Emily Morris of Hamilton, Ontario, died in Vancouver at our home, 2530 Point Grey Road, 
in October 1925; there are no children. Mrs. Logan is buried in Ocean View Cemetery, and my brother 
and his wife are buried in the same plot." 

Rev. Ebenezer Robson. Pitt River Meadows, 1875. 

"Father was a fairly successful farmer; he had his own farm, his own forty cows, a big cheese factory, and 
made cheese — no butter — from his own stock, and the farmer's cows around. Then about 1873, the Rev. 
Ebenezer Robson, brother of the Hon. John Robson, premier of B.C. afterwards, took a trip east, and was 
stationed at Morrisburg for about three years. He was a great booster for British Columbia, and he 
suggested to Father that he should move out west. Father was finally persuaded to sell out everything, 
and on the 10* February 1875, we, that is. Father, Mother and three children, left Morrisburg by train via 
Sarnia and Chicago to San Francisco. The Rev. Robson had persuaded Father to sell out and come to 
British Columbia for the purpose of taking up land on the Pitt River Meadows, and you can imagine what 
that was like before there were any dykes, and ten years before the Canadian Pacific Railway was built. 
No Pullman cars in those days; coal oil headlights on the railway engines; coal stoves for heating the 
coaches, and we carried lunches for food, and replenished our supply at the several stops; no dining cars 
in those days. Finally we got to San Francisco." 

S.S. Pacific. S.S. Los Angeles. 

"At that time there were two steamers, old 'tubs,' running from San Francisco to Victoria; one was the 
Pacific and the other was the Los Angeles. We sailed on the Los Angeles, screw steamer. After two or 
three days we ran into a very heavy storm, and off Cape Flattery the shaft which operated the propeller 
broke, and lodged in the rudder, preventing the steering of the ship which, otherwise, might have been 
possible. We were unable to progress or to steer, and tossed there, out in the middle of the ocean storm, 
for three days. There were several coast captains on board, coming north to Tacoma for the spring 
season. 

"On the morning of the first day, one of these captains, with five or six men, left in a lifeboat hoping to 
make a landing somewhere along the shores, and get to Victoria to get help. This boat did not return. 

"On the second morning a similar crew started, and returned that night stating that a landing was 
impossible, and that the first boat must have been lost. 

"On the third morning, a third crew started, and returned that night with a similar report. Naturally, gloom 
settled over the entire ship. About ten o'clock that night, a light was seen in the mist, and immediately 
rockets and signals were sent up, and we found that it was a tugboat from Astoria, coming to our 
assistance. It was revealed that the first boat crew had landed, and in doing so had gone in on the crest 
of one high wave, jumped, caught hold of shrubs, and got out of the way of the swell of the second roller 
following the first, before it could reach them, but they had to let their boat and provisions go, and they 
were lost. The captain and his crew then walked several miles until they reached a stage road running 
into Astoria, and there they arranged for a tug to come to our aid." 

ASTORIA, Oregon. 

"The next morning we started for Astoria, and as the storm was still raging at its height, the Columbia bar 
was practically impassable. Three boats had been lost on the bar during the same storm prior to our 
appearance at its entrance. At one stage in crossing the bar, the captain had a man standing with an axe, 
and thinking both tug and the Los Angeles would be lost, ordered the rope severed. But quickly he gave a 
reverse order; the rope was not cut; and in a short time we were in comparatively calm waters. 

"We landed at Astoria, and then soon took the Jessy Thomson, a stern wheel steamer, from Astoria to 
Kalama" (sic); "there is a bridge across the Columbia River there now. At Kalama we got on the Southern 
Pacific Railroad to Tacoma; there was no Seattle then; Tacoma was the 'town' in those days. At Tacoma 
we got a steamer to Victoria, and at Victoria we got another stern wheeler to New Westminster. When we 
got to Plumper Pass, now Active Pass, there was a storm on, and we tied up all night, and arrived at New 
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Westminster the next morning, about tine 1 0* of Marcli, 1 875. We liad taken a montli on tine way, but of 
course we liad to wait at San Francisco for a few days." 

S.P. Moody of Moodyville Sawmill. 

"On tine steamer coming up witli us was Sue Moody of Moodyville. Everyone liked Moody, and it was only 
a short time until he and my father were very good friends. Moody soon sized up the situation, and knew 
that my father would be thoroughly disappointed, and made Father promise that before he did anything 
definite, that he would come over to Moodyville and see Mr. Moody." 

Pitt Meadows, 1875. Pitt River, 1875. 

"My father and brother, who was ten years older than I was, they got a Siwash and a canoe, and went up 
the river to Pitt Meadows. It was raining and cold, and they landed on the river bank some place, and the 
tide was out, and left them stranded with about a quarter of a mile of mud under their feet. They had to 
stay there for the night. The klootch went out and shot a duck, brought it in, and was none too particular 
about leaving the pin feathers in, and in the manner she cleaned it, and it was served with a mixture of 
feathers and everything, and some of it was duck. This did not prove very appetising, so my father and 
brother saw some hen's eggs and got her to boil them. In order to serve them, she took them out of the 
water, took an egg at a time between her hands, and served shells and all on the same plate. The 
outcome of it was that Father and my brother went out in the garden and dug up a turnip, and lived on 
that turnip until they got back to New Westminster. Fortunately, the Rev. Ebenezer Robson was three 
thousand miles away back east. 

"Naturally, that was the finish of farming on the Pitt Meadows." 

Moodyville Sawmill. S.S. Senator. 

"After a month or so, we all went over a corduroy road known as the Douglas Road to the 'End of the 
Road' at Hastings Townsite. The road was, quite a proportion of it, corduroy running through a crack in 
the forest; at certain places the branches met overhead. It was wide enough, at points, for two buggies to 
pass. 

"On the inlet at that time there was a little propeller steamer called the Senator. She made a triangle trip 
running from Hastings Townsite to Moodyville and on to Gastown, and from Gastown back to Hastings. 
We all went, parents and children; you see. Moody had exacted a promise from Father that he would 
come and see him before he did anything, or went back to Morrisburg. So when we arrived at Moodyville, 
Moody had a cabin waiting for us, and we were as comfortable as conditions at that time would permit. 

"My father and brotherwent to work in the sawmill, both tallying lumber, and occasionally, as a little boy, I 
would pack shingles, which was the first money I ever earned. We remained at Moodyville until the fall of 
1875, and then we all went back to Morrisburg, where I remained until I came to Rossland, B.C. in 1898, 
where I was mining. In 1899, mining at Rossland was at its zenith. I wanted to come back to British 
Columbia." 

Moodyville Indians. "The Mission," Moodyville. Sue Moody's experience. Whiskey for 
Indians. 

"Before I tell you more, let's get back to Moodyville in 1875, when I was a boy of nine. 

"Now then, one incident; I shall never forget it. At that time there were usually half a dozen sailing ships 
anchored in the inlet waiting their turn to load with lumber. The crew at the mill, at that time, would be 
about one third Europeans, one third Chinamen, and one third Indians. The Indians were living at 'The 
Mission,' the same as today, and would walk back and forth from the 'Mission' to the mill along a trail on 
the waterfront. One day, one of the captains of one of the sailing ships gave the Indians two or three jugs 
of Scotch whiskey. The next morning you can imagine the condition of the Indians and the 'Mission.' The 
mill had to close down. Moody and the white men were talking things over, and Moody said he was going 
down to the 'Mission' to see the Indians. The white men urged him not to go, as the Indians were wild and 
he would only get hurt. Moody insisted on going, and said that the Indians liked him, and that he was not 
afraid. The white men said, 'We will go with you,' but Moody replied, 'No, you won't; if you go there will be 
trouble; I'm going alone,' and away he went." 
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Indians strip Moody naked, 1875. 

"The white men followed at a respectable distance behind and out of sight. As a boy, I naturally followed 
along with some other boys; we all wanted to see the fun. When Moody got to the 'Mission' and the 
Indians saw him, they let out a whoop, got everything they had that would make a noise, commenced to 
pound it, and grabbing Moody, stripped him absolutely naked, and naked as he was, put him at the head 
of a procession, and marched him all the way back from the 'Mission' to the mill at Moodyville, singing 
songs and making all the noise they could, and two or three priests from the Roman Catholic church 
following up the procession carrying Moody's clothes. When they got to the mill, the Indians turned, and 
started back to the 'Mission,' running like deer. 

"A day or two afterwards, another procession was formed at the 'Mission,' this time headed by the priests, 
and followed by the Indians, and marched from the 'Mission' to the sawmill, and there, through the 
medium of the priests, begged Moody to forgive them, and promised never to do it again. 

"As a little boy, impressionable, it is a scene I shall never forget. There was nothing vicious about the 
Indians; they would not hurt Moody; they were just wild with whiskey, and that was all there was to it; they 
did not know what they were doing. And I doubt if there is any other individual in British Columbia who 
knows the story." 

HM.S. Repulse, ^875. 

"Well, on either 24*^ May or 4'^ July, 1875, the old H.M.S. Repulse — they used to call her a 'gun boat' — 
she was anchored here in the inlet off Moodyville, and Moody took a scow and the tug Senator and took 
all the white residents of Moodyville to a church service on the Repulse. I was there with Father, Mother, 
my brother and sister." 

Big flagstaffs. Spars. 

"About the flagstaffs, and the power of united action. I don't know where it was going, but it was a big 
flagstaff, a monster; it may have been the one, the first one they sent to Kew Gardens, London; I don't 
know, but it was a big one, and the derrick broke with its weight, and it would take a month to get repair 
parts for the derrick from San Francisco. So the captain of the ship said, 'Leave it to me.' He got all the 
sailors off all the ships at anchor or loading, and he put one man about every so many inches or feet, and 
the first thing we knew, that huge flagstaff was on board." 

Picnic at Seymour Creek, 1875. 

"There was nowhere much to go for a picnic in 1875; everything was forest, but there was a bit of grass 
and a bit of pasture up Seymour Creek flats, so one day we all got on a scow at the invitation of Moody, 
and took all the people of Moodyville for a picnic up Seymour Creek." 

Major Matthews: What was the cabin like which Mr. Moody gave you to live in? 

Mr. Logan: "Just board and batten. My sister went up to Maple Ridge, or what is now Maple Ridge, to 
teach school. I was the 'baby' of the family." 

Submitted to Mr. Logan for approval, 17 December 1945. 

Approval, 25 June 1946 by Mr. Logan. 

J.S. Matthews. J.S.M. 
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Memo of conversation with Mr. and Mrs. John Fielden Strang (pronounced 
Strang, not Strange), 4554 West 4™ Avenue, who very kindly called at the City 
Archives this afternoon, 17 April 1946. 

John Strang, pioneer, 1873. John Fielden Strang, 1880. 

Mr. Strang: "You know, I always understood that my brother, Nelson, was the first white child born in 
Granville, or Gastown; he died in 1 879 of scarlet fever, and is buried in New Westminster; his grave is in 
the old, old cemetery, and Father is buried there too. John Strang, both in the same grave. I have often 
heard my mother speak of it, and also I will see what my sister, Mrs. George Newman" (she lives in New 
Westminster), "I must see what she says; she is eight years older than I am. She, Amanda Newman, my 
sister, was born in New Brunswick. 

"Mother was a Miss Helen Carlow, daughter of John Carlow of St. Andrew's, New Brunswick; Mother and 
Father came to Vancouver in the very early days, and my grandfather, John Carlow, followed, and went 
to Victoria, where he died. There were two girls and three boys in the Strang family; all born in British 
Columbia excepting Mrs. Newman. One brother, Claude Strang, of mine, is living in Agassiz, and the 
second brother, Wesley, died from the effects of the war 1914-1918; he served in the Engineers in 
France. Mrs. Newman is one sister in New Westminster, and Mrs. Furness in New Westminster is my 
other. 

"I was born in Granville, 1 5 May 1 880. We moved away from Burrard Inlet in 1 882; Father was with Jerry 
Rogers at Jericho. We lived in New Westminster for about a year or so before the Westminster fire in 
September 1 898, and then we came back to Vancouver and have lived here ever since. Father died in 
New Westminster about 1 934 and is buried there; Mother died in Vancouver in 1 931 and is buried in 
Mountain View. I can just remember there was a fire in Vancouver in June 1 886; then I went to the old 
Central School in New Westminster." 

Homer Street Methodist Church. 

Major Matthews: Where were you at the time of the flood? 

Mrs. Strang: (interjecting) "I was on Lulu Island, on No. 2 Road; my father was Capt. Richard Gosse, and I 
remember he tied a row boat to the front door, and we children were wishing the water would come in the 
house so we could go and visit my aunt on the North Arm, Mrs. Thomas Alcock. I went to a little school on 
Lulu Island; we walked there up the dyke; lots of snakes; and took our lunch, and played in the school 
yard; Mr. Atkinson was the teacher; I have one of the school books in which he drew corn and signed his 
name. We belonged to the old Halcyon Club, dances, we used to in early days; Father moved to 
Vancouver, and then we came in and lived on Richards Street; he owned those two little houses between 
Holy Rosary; the Archbishop's Palace stands next door to them; the old houses are still there. Then we 
came to Broughton and Nelson Street, and that was where we, Mr. Strang and I, were married; corner of 
Broughton and Nelson. We were married in the old Wesley Church on the southwest corner of Georgia 
and Burrard Street. We had a two-horse hack, and according to the custom of those times, white ribbons 
on the whip. 

"Our son is Alen, born Vancouver December 28"^ 1910. He is married, and has one little girl, Carol Jean; 
Alen married Jean Forester, daughter of Howard Forester, M.L.A., about 1939." 
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Memo of conversation, 7 May 1946, with Mrs. Thomas (Catherine) Fitzpatrick, 
PIONEER OF Vancouver, 3 September 1886, and her daughter, Mrs. James H. (Mary 
Ann) Galbraith, also pioneer of Vancouver, who very kindly called at the City 
Archives this afternoon for a chat, and stayed for a cup of tea and piece of cake. 

For her advanced years, Mrs. Fitzpatrick is very well preserved, and a vivacious conversationalist, walks 
without assistance, and has tolerably good eyesight, and a very good memory — she does not hesitate. 

Genealogy. Mrs. Thomas Fitzpatrick. 

Mrs. Fitzpatrick: "I was married in Cleveland, Ohio, at the Catholic Cathedral on Euclid Avenue. Mr. 
Fitzpatrick, my husband, was in Canada two years before I was. I left Ireland on an Allan line steamer for 
Montreal from Ennis, County Clare, and went to visit friends in the United States. It was in the fall of the 
year. I had relatives 'by the dozen' all over the United States, so I took six months off and visited them all. 
From Montreal I went to New York, and from New York to Wilmington, Delaware, and stayed two months 
with my aunt; that would be about September 1 885; then I went to visit more relatives at Cleveland, Ohio. 
During that time Mr. Fitzpatrick was working on the C.P.R. construction work, and as soon as navigation 
opened, he came down by Great Lake boat to Cleveland; we were married and I went back with him to 
Port Arthur, Ontario. 

"Then, after that, we came all the way out here to Port Moody, got off the train at Port Moody, and came 
down to Vancouver by boat; I think it was the old Yosemite. Mary Ann was born at Port Arthur, 3'^'' May 
1886, my eldest child, and she was about three months old when we arrived at Port Moody, 3'^'^ 
September 1 886. Mr. Fitzpatrick continued to work for the C.P.R. We got off at the old Hastings Sawmill 
store wharf." 

Powell Street, 1886. 

"We went to live on Powell Street in the three hundred block, but there were no house numbers then; it 
was afterwards numbered 326 Powell Street, south side, and quite close to the St. James' Church and 
the residences of the Bell-lrvings, Capt. William Soule, and Mr. R.H. Alexander, but at that time there was 
lots of bush around. The house was a storey and a half, was built right up to the street, and had a little 
verandah across the whole of the front. You can see it in this photo here" (No. C.V. Str. N. 140, P. 226) 
"about the middle here, of the photo." (Note: the ground plan appears in Dakin's Fire Map, November 
1889, folio 12.) "The Secord Hotel was near." 

Water from WELLS. Blackberries. Firewood. 

"We had to sink a well to get our water; so did the Bell-lrvings on Alexander Street; the well was in the 
back yard; at first we hauled water up in a bucket, but afterwards we got a pump, and pumped it up; the 
pump was out in the yard over the well. It was very good water; we had a good spring; the well was only 
about ten feet deep. When I needed water I just hauled it up. We did not have to worry about wood; there 
was all kinds of it around; you could pick up all the wood you wanted. And there was all the wild 
blackberries for jam, or fresh fruit you could pick; the Indians used to come selling a great big salmon for 
twenty-five cents, and for vegetables we had our little garden." 

Cedar Cove. Victoria Drive. Vancouver Improvement Co. 

"Then we moved from there to Cedar Cove, and Mr. Fitzpatrick started taking contracts for clearing land 
for the Vancouver Improvement Company surrounding where we lived; all about Victoria Drive at the end 
of Powell Street. We lived at Cedar Cove about ten years, and then we went to Hastings; we were in the 
logging business then. Mr. Fitzpatrick leased about six hundred acres of land from the Joseph" ("Joe") 
"Martin Estate and we logged off that land. We had a sawmill there. Mr. Fitzpatrick ran the sawmill; it was 
right on the corner of Renfrew and Charles streets, and he cut both lumber and shingles. Then about that 
time my husband died of pneumonia, and he is buried in Mountain View Cemetery." 

Holy Rosary Church. City Hall, Powell Street. Rev. Father Patrick Fay. Rev. Father 
Newman. Police Station. Mass. Presbyterians. 

"Of course, when we came here first the City Hall was being built, and the Police Station in the same 
building on Powell Street. There were no churches, and we were allowed to hold services in the upstairs 
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of the City Hall; there was no other place to hold them, so we held them upstairs, over the Police Station. 
The Rev. Father Fay was the priest; he held mass there; the congregation would be about thirty men, 
women and children. That only lasted a little while, until they built the first little Holy Rosary Church on 
Richards Street. Father Newman succeeded Father Fay. I think the Presbyterians held their services in 
the Council Chamber upstairs of the City Hall, just as we did." 

Genealogy. 

"I had fourteen children; all lived except one. Out of the thirteen, I have lost three in the last few years, so 
that there are five boys and five girls now living; every one was born in my own home; our doctors were 
Dr. Langis or Dr. Robertson. There are thirty grandchildren, and twenty great-grandchildren, but, as yet, 
we have not go as far as any great-great-grandchildren. 

"I think that's enough for now." 

Charles Woodward. Woodward Department Stores. 

Previously to my commencing to type, Mrs. Fitzpatrick told me that she recalled when Mr. Charles 
Woodward, founder of the Woodward Department Stores, and whose original store was on the northeast 
corner of Harris (now Georgia Street East) and Westminster (now Main Street) Avenue, had but one girl 
helping in his store. She said she (Mrs. Fitzpatrick) retained his friendship right up to the time of his death, 
and that about three weeks before he passed away, he complained to her of having a severe cold. 

As told to me. 
J.S. Matthews 
7 May 1946. 

Conversation with Mr. Charles Alexander Battison, of 6100 Battison Street, son 

OF William John and Ann Battison, in whose honour Battison Street, Vancouver, is 

NAMED, 17 May 1946. 

Mr. Battison is one of the few babies born in Vancouver during 1 886, having been born on Oppenheimer 
Street, now Cordova Street, between Westminster Avenue and Gore Avenue, north side, 2 October 1886. 
His delayed registration of birth was effected in May 1946. 

Battison Street. W.J. Battison. C.W. Battison. 

Mr. Battison: "Father came to Vancouver with Mother and one child, Frank, via Port Moody, and on the 
first train to arrive. Father told me that when they arrived, there was a big delegation from Victoria and 
Vancouver to meet them, and the boat was so heavy-loaded with people he thought it was going to upset. 
Then Father and Mother went to Victoria and lived in a tent down on the waterfront, and then came back 
to Vancouver. Then they met two fellows from New Brunswick; they were tired of Vancouver so they 
bought their place on the north side of Oppenheimer, now Cordova Street West, between Gore and 
Westminster Avenue, where Charles was born. 

"After that there were other children born, but I doubt if any of them were born there as they moved over 
to let Father be near his work at the Leamy and Kyle Mill on False Creek just west of the Cambie Street 
bridge. We lived right back of the mill in a little house right beside a tiny bridge which crossed the creek 
west of the mill about one hundred yards. Harry was born in that house. Then we moved over to Fourth 
and Columbia Avenue. I can recall the move, and there one other son, Fred, was born, and one sister. 
Ivy, now Mrs. Murray, was born; then we moved out to Westminster Road, now Kingsway, and Father 
preempted seven acres under the 'Small Holdings' arrangement, and he stayed there. The original seven 
acres was subdivided and sold; the family own none of the original grant now. There were two children 
born out on the Seven Acres, Wilfred and Florence, also a Mrs. R.M. Murray. 

"Father was a planerman in the Leamy and Kyle Mill, and afterwards, when we went to live on" (Battison 
Street) "out Westminster Road. He walked in night and morning to the Leamy and Kyle Mill — seven 
miles — and worked ten hours. Mayor Baxter and Reeve Churchill of Point Grey also worked in the mill." 
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East South Vancouver School. Carleton School. "Pig and Whistle." 

"When the East South Vancouver School was started, I attended it; it was in Peter Dubois' house; there 
were three in our family and the Alcock family had four or five, and a few others; there were only about 
eleven altogether; Martin J. Ravey was the teacher. We were there for a few months and then we moved 
down to John Collins' property. The first school was in Mr. Dubois' kind of a store. We had trouble getting 
water; we got our water from an old well in the 'Pig and Whistle Hotel,' on the north side of the road and is 
still standing, but our old home has gone. The 'Pig and Whistle' is in the 3300 block Kingsway; it is right 
on the corner of Stanford and Kingsway, on the northwest corner. They moved it around; it is now a 
dwelling, just a house, nothing much to look at; you would never know it had been a road house; that was 
all it was; they had a bar. There used to be quite a few wild cats and a few bears around. Maxwell Smith 
once got three bears on one day. A few cougars were around." 

Memo of conversation with John Henry Scales, pioneer, 1867 or 1868, of Burrard 
Inlet, and today, 28 May 1946, the earliest living resident in a city of four hundred 
thousand or more, i.e., Vancouver. 

He came to British Columbia with the Royal Engineers on the Thames City in 1859. 

The first freedom of parks. 

Mr. Scales in response to Major Matthews's request that he talk. 

Mr. Scales: "About the freedom of the parks that the Park Board conferred upon Mrs. Scales and myself. 
How am I going to show anyone that I am a freeman of the parks. I might want to go for a swim in the 
Crystal Pool, and the fellow in charge would not let us in." 

Royal Engineers, 1859. Survivors in 1946. 

Major Matthews: Mr. Scales, who is living now who came on the Thames City? 

Mr. Scales: "Johnnie McMurphy and myself; that's all I know of; all the rest have passed away." 

Burrard Inlet, 1868. 

Mr. Scales: (addressing Miss Klemm, my assistant) "The first time I saw this place was when we came 
around Brockton Point in a row boat; there was a great big barn of a place up on the hill where Abbott 
Street is now; looked like a lighthouse. And then I remember when I saw the first railway locomotive; it 
loomed up above me like a great big thing; it seemed huge; but of course by our ideas of today it was just 
a little thing. Our ideas of size were different then." 

(Addressing Major Matthews) "These strikes are playing the mischief with everything; I don't know what 
we'll have pretty soon; won't have anything to eat. I think these strikes are a regular nuisance; I think 
going too far; lots of people here are getting big wages but they are not satisfied. Different ones are 
getting one hundred and fifty and two hundred a month and yet they are not satisfied. When we got two 
and a half dollars a day we thought it was big wages, and lived fine. 

"First job I had here on Burrard Inlet was fifty cents a day for eleven and a half hours work; wheeling 
sawdust at the Moodyville Mill. And when I got the money, I thought I was somebody." 

Lynn of Lynn Creek. 

"Lynn of Lynn Creek came out with us on the same boat. He was as good hard working fellow; good big 
healthy people. After we left here Father got work in Moodyville, that is, after we left the beach at the foot 
of Cambie Street now, and then he went over to Moodyville." 

Coal boxing. Abbott Street. Stamp's Mill. 

Major Matthews: Mr. Scales, tell me the story of the old coal bore cabin again. Where was it? Where you 
lived first? 

Mr. Scales: "You see when we came around Brockton Point in the row boat. Father and I, we saw the 
three shacks on the distant beach, and we made for the big one; it was the nearest; the middle one; it 
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was, they tell me, about where the foot of Abbott Street is now. It was a great big square barn, board and 
batten, that was all it was. When we got there we found nothing; empty barn, that's all." 

Granville, 1868. First dock or wharf. 

"Father said, 'We won't stop here; we'll go down to the next one.' It was about the foot of Carrall Street. 
Couldn't find out anything there about who owned the empty barn. Father said to him, that is. Gassy Jack, 
'Can you tell me who owns that empty barn up there?' Gassy Jack said, 'I don't know; go up to the mill'" 
(pointing towards Stamp's Mill) "'and see the superintendent.' Father found the superintendent and says, 
'Can you tell me who owns that big barn down there'" (pointing) "and he replied, 'No, I can't tell you,' he 
says, 'What do you want it for?' So Father says he would try and find out who it belonged to, and get 
lumber and put in petitions. So the superintendent said that if Father would come up and get it, he could 
have all the lumber he wanted. So after a while Father went up and borrowed some tools, and took the 
tools down in the row boat and towed the lumber after it; no roads then; there was no clearing in Granville 
Townsite then. It looked like the rest of the forest along the shore. There was no log float in front of the 
barn; there was a big tree fell out in the water and I nailed some boards on the top of it so as to make 
myself a nice little landing for our boat; we could follow the tide in and out." 

First bathing beach. 

"Mother used to tell us when we would go out on the beach, 'Don't take off your shoes and stockings, or 
you'll have feet like Indians.' So we used to go a little piece below the house and take off our shoes and 
stockings where we were out of sight, and wade around the beach all day, climb big rocks and everything 
else, and take a tin and catch little crabs, an see who would get the most. There were no amusements 
here for us; just Will and Lizzie and George and myself; that was all of us that was here then. The barn, 
now our house, was in a little piece of the beach, in the trees, and not always in sight; the bushes hid it." 

As narrated to me, 28 May 1946. 

J.S. Matthews. 

After tea and cake, I took Mr. Scales to his home, 3520 Main Street, in a taxicab. 

Granville, not "Gastown." 

"Gastown prisoners tied to stumps." By B.A. McKelvie, Province, 8 June 1946. 

Granville, Burrard Inlet. "Gastown." Captain John Deighton. "Gassy Jack." 

Conversation over the telephone, 20 June 1946, with A.M. Whiteside, Esq., K.C., pioneer, 1879: 

Mr. Whiteside: (to Major Matthews) "I got your invitation and medallion; thank you." (Issued by the 
Diamond Jubilee Committee to those here sixty years.) "Very nice. 

"Why don't you stop those people" (newspaper men and historians) "calling this place 'Gastown.' Nobody 
ever called it 'Gastown'; nor spoke of 'Gassy Jack.' If you had asked anybody in those days where 
'Gastown' was they wouldn't have known what you were talking about." 

Excerpt, Early Vancouver, Matthews, Vol. 5. 

Conversation with Mrs. Norman Emerson Lougheed, 2891 West 45* Avenue, Vancouver. 

Mrs. Lougheed, nee Paull, whose father owned Lot 2, Block 3, Old Granville townsite, purchased 12 
December 1877, now Cordova Road West. 

"He says the place was called 'Gastown.' It wasn't called Gastown. We never called it Gastown; we 
always called it Granville." 

Note: there are several other instances of protestation by residents of Granville that they did not know it 
as Gastown. 
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Memo of conversation with Mrs. Hilton Philpot, nee "Greta" (Margaret) Miller, 

12 June 1946. 

Daughter of the late Jonathan Miller, Esq., Returning Officer of the first civic election in Vancouver, and a 
very early pioneer of Granville, Burrard Inlet; afterwards Postmaster of Vancouver for about thirty-five 
years. Mrs. Philpot called at the City Archives at our request, and graciously consented to check for 
correction the index cards listing the names and addresses of all persons now living in or about 
Vancouver, who were residents on the shore of Burrard Inlet in or before 1886. It is in connection with the 
issue to them of small medallions commemorating the Diamond Jubilee of incorporation as a city of 
Vancouver. The checking having been completed, we asked Mrs. Philpot a few questions. 

"Gastown prisoners tied to stumps." By B.A. McKelvie, Province, 8 June 1946. 

Granville. Granville gaol. Constable Jonathan Miller. W. Wymond Walkem. 

Major Matthews: Mrs. Philpot, when did you arrive in Granville? 

Mrs. Philpot: "Seventeenth of September, one eight seven nine" (1879.) 

Major Matthews: Did you happen to see an article in last Saturday's Province, magazine section, by Mr. 
McKelvie about prisoners being tied to stumps? 

Mrs. Philpot: (smiling) "I did." 

Major Matthews: What did you think of it? 

Mrs. Philpot: "Rubbish and rot." 

Major Matthews: Did they tie prisoners to stumps? 

Mrs. Philpot: (aroused, and in a voice raised above the quite customary tone of this demure and gracious 
lady; her indignation was discernible, and her attitude one of anger) "Nooooooooooo." 

Mrs. Philpot: (continuing in her mild manner) "Father used to read Mr. Walkem's letters and laugh. Mr. 
Walkem used to write a lot of things which Father said never happened; one was about a corpse which 
was supposed to have fallen through the bottom of the coffin; Father said it never happened. And then, 
when Mr. Walkem wrote his book. Father used to sit and read it and laugh and laugh; Father said there 
were lots of things which never happened, and it used to make Father laugh. Mr. Walkem didn't know 
much about Granville; he lived in Victoria and New Westminster." 

J.S. Matthews 
City Archivist. 

City Archives, 
City Hall, 

Vancouver, Canada 
12 June 1946. 

Note: in a recent conversation with John Warren Bell, associated with the DeBeck firm, logging on 
Burrard Inlet, who came to Moodyville on the S.S. Beaver in 1 871 , Mr. Bell was severe in his denial that 
any prisoner was ever tied to a tree or stumps in Granville, or elsewhere on Burrard Inlet. 

J.S. Matthews. 
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Memo of conversation with Mr. M.S. Logan, pioneer, 1875, former Park 
Commissioner, now of the Crown Building, 615 West Pender Street, who very 
kindly called at the city archives this afternoon, and remained to chat, 25 june 
1946. 

"GaSTOWN PRISONERS TIED TO STUMPS." BY B.A. McKELVIE, PROVINCE, 8 JUNE 1946. 

Major Matthews: When did you come to Burrard Inlet, Mr. Logan? 

Mr. Logan: "In 1 875, with my father and the family." 

Major Matthews: Did you notice in the Province recently a news item to the effect that "Gastown prisoners 
tied to stumps." The item appeared in the magazine section, 8* June, and was to the effect that the 
policemen of Granville, Burrard Inlet, or someone, tied prisoners to stumps. On April 8* the same 
newspaper published an item reporting a lecture given by a Miss Boutilier, past president, Vancouver 
Section, B.C. Historical Association, in which she had stated, so it is alleged, that Granville pioneers tied 
prisoners to trees; please note, in one case it was trees; the other, stumps. What is your opinion of the 
truth of such assertions? 

Chain gang, New Westminster. 

Mr. Logan: "I did not read the article. I have never seen, nor ever heard of such a thing as tying prisoners 
to stumps. My opinion is that the writer must have a very vivid imagination. I should think he would be well 
advised to check the facts before he published such statements. The nearest I have ever seen to that sort 
of thing was in New Westminster in 1 875 at the time of our first arrival here. There was what was known 
as the chain gang, and the prisoners had leg irons fastened to their legs." 

LOGGING OFF THE FOREST IN LVNN VALLEY. 

Mr. Logan, continuing: "Speaking of logging on Burrard Inlet. There used to be a logging road running up 
the west side of Lynn Valley. I did not know how far, but it was built in this way. First they laid skids about 
five feet long on the path they had cleared through the forest; then they would mortice out about two feet 
in the top centre of the skid as it lay embedded in the ground, and to a depth of about three or four 
inches. Into the cavity thus made they would insert a piece of hardwood, usually birch, and spike it down. 
The reason hardwood was used was because the friction of the heavy log passing over the soft fir of the 
skid cut away the softer wood more quickly; with the hardwood it lasted longer, and in the long run, 
reimbursed for the extra work of morticing in a piece of hardwood." 

DOGFISH OIL. BEARS. 

"Off Siwash Rock there were frequently big schools of dogfish; they were caught with nets by Indians and 
white alike; the Indians took them to their settlement at The Mission,' North Vancouver, where they boiled 
them down to get the oil. They sold the fish oil to the Moodyville Sawmill. The loggers would take this oil 
out on their skid roads, and then a man with a pail of it would go ahead of the oxen drawing the logs, and 
give each skid a swipe with a wide brush, like a whitewash brush, he had dipped in the oil pail. It made 
the logs run easier. The oil smelt strong, especially after the sun had been on it a little while. I have heard 
of the bears licking the skids afterwards to get the greasy stuff off. Usually there were eight oxen on a turn 
of logs; six or perhaps eight oxen, and they would haul the logs the length of the skidroad, which might be 
a mile, or two miles, more or less." 

OXEN. 

Major Matthews: What, Mr. Logan, is your opinion of the treatment of the animals, that is, by their drivers? 
Did they mistreat them at all; did the animals suffer? We started the conversation on the treatment of 
human beings, and I wanted to gather how the same persons would treat their animals. 

Mr. Logan: "My recollection is that the animals were treated, under the circumstances, as well as they 
could be. I do not remember ever having seen a prod or goad used. It was usually something more like a 
switch or buggy whip. I have often seen oxen being yoked up together. They were always yoked in pairs, 
and then each pair was fastened together to make a team of six or eight oxen. I have never seen those in 
charge having any difficulty getting them into position; not any more than getting horses. I think that is my 
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answer to your question. If the animals had been ill-treated they could not have been yoked together with 
such ease. I take it, Major Matthews, you are trying to find out if the drivers exercised judgment and 
kindness in handling their animals, and my answer is that, with very rare exceptions, the loggers of those 
days were just as humane, and as fine a type of men, as you would find any logging camp in British 
Columbia, or anywhere else, today." 

Magee High School Annual, 1945-1946. A libel. 

(After reading page eleven) "Do you want my opinion?" 

(Pointing to page eleven) "My opinion of this paragraph is that while there may be a fraction of truth in it, it 
is put in such exaggerated words that it makes the whole article a libel on conditions as they then existed, 
and shows the absolute ignorance of the writer. It is a 'crime' that such misleading and unworthy 
statements should be given out to the young generations of today. 

"I am absolutely in favour of a free press, but, for instance, if there should be a building burned, the 
headlines in the newspapers record it as, say, '100,000 fire,' whereas the facts are it is only $50,000, and 
this applies to almost anything and everything which occurs which can be emblazoned to the public in 
scare headlines. That is my opinion of the free press today. To the ordinary layman it would appear that 
the object of these exaggerated headlines is to sell the newspaper, but in my opinion it is a boomerang to 
the newspaper which publishes it. As a whole, the public invariably halve what they read; they have 
become suspicious. What, then, advantage accrues to the newspaper whose readers will accept only half 
of what is in it as truth?" 

Parks board, 1916-1919. Seawall, First Narrows. 

Major Matthews: Mr. Logan, you were on the Parks board a number of years, 1916-1919? 

Mr. Logan: "In that connection. You remember the fast C.P.R. steamer Princess Patricia; she was a 
turbine steamer; the first on the Pacific Coast, I think; used to run from Liverpool to the Isle of Man, and 
then came out here and the C.P.R. put her on the Vancouver-Nanaimo run. Well, the swell which she 
would throw up as she passed swiftly through the First Narrows was washing away the beach between 
Prospect Point and Brockton Point. I got an idea that we should have a seawall, and that it should extend 
from Brockton Point to Prospect Point, and then, after skipping Prospect Point itself, should commence 
again, and extend all the way around, ultimately, to False Creek. We took the matter up with Ottawa, and 
my recollection is that we got a small allotment of money, and that was the beginning of the seawall which 
has gradually been extended along the shore of the Park in the First Narrows." 

KiTsiLANO Beach. False Creek Flats. 

"Then, another incident, during one of those years in which I was Park Commissioner, the filling in of the 
False Creek Flats, where the Canadian National and Great Northern terminals are now, was begun, and 
the Parks Board made arrangements with the contractors who were filling in the head of False Creek, and 
sand was pumped onto the Kitsilano Beach, where the street car ends now." 

As narrated, and typed as he spoke, 25 June 1946. 

P.S. During our conversation, Mr. Logan lit his pipe fifteen times. 

J.S. Matthews. 
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Memo of conversation with Miss Elsa Wiegand, 3836 West 23"° Avenue, daughter 
OF Charles Wiegand, well-known pioneer of Vancouver, who very kindly called at 
THE City Archives this morning, 28 June 1946. 

The celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the incorporation of Vancouver is on everyone's mind, and 
we are compiling a roll of all those who have lived, and are still living, sixty years or more on Burrard Inlet. 

Charles Wiegand. Alexander Street. 

Miss Wiegand: "Father came to Burrard Inlet on December 5"^ 1885. He had travelled all around the world 
before finally settling here. He was apprenticed to a sailing ship, but he liked the beauty of the scenery 
here and decided to stop. At first he lived in a little bit of a place, a sort of shack or cottage on the shore 
between old Granville Townsite at Carrall Street, and the Hastings Sawmill, and he has told me that when 
the tide came in — that is, at extremely high tide — it flooded the floor." (See photograph C.V. N. Wat. 25, 
P. Wat. 43.) "He was single at the time, and is now eighty-eight, and wonderfully well and hearty, and still 
a first class rifle shot at game; he even, during the recent war, belonged to the Pacific Coast Rangers on 
Gambler Island, where we have six hundred acres." 

Princess Street Methodist Church. 

"Father and Mother's marriage at the Princess Street Methodist Church was the first in that church. 
Before that he used to attend St. James' Church. After Father married, he went to live on Keefer Street, 
not very far up, about two blocks from Westminster Avenue, and there I was born. We lived there until I 
was three years old, and then we moved to Twelfth Avenue and Ontario, the corner of Twelfth and 
Ontario, and there my brother, who is dead — he died without children — was born. Then, when I was about 
twelve years old, we moved to the 1300 block on Pender Street West, and our home was right down on 
the shore; we kept a row boat at the bottom of the garden, and used to row over to the fishermen living on 
Deadman's Island, and get fish and take them to feed the seals in the seal pond in Stanley Park." 

Charles Wiegand, furniture. Frank W. Hart, pioneer, 1885. 

"It was in this manner that Father started in the furniture business. Mr. Frank W. Hart, whom you know, 
his widow is living in Vancouver, was in the furniture business here before The Fire'; he had a small 
joinery or furniture factory and Father worked for him, and at the time of 'The Fire,' Father was 
instrumental in saving his business papers, or something like that. Father tried to save his own father's 
picture; he had it under his arm; but the fire raced along so quickly he had to let it go; he dropped it. Later, 
Father managed Mr. Sehl's furniture business in Vancouver, and then he worked for a little while for a Mr. 
Heck" (sic), "I think that was his name, and later he bought out that business and had his store on 
Cordova Street. Ultimately, Father was quite a leading furniture dealer in Vancouver." 

Gambier Island. 

"Father retired in or about 1906, and became interested in his summer home on Gambier Island. We had 
been up and down for some time before he took it over as his country home. We continued to live in 
Vancouver at our new home we purchased after we left Pender Street. We went to Gambier Island during 
the summer. Father developed the place, made an artificial lake, erected an attractive rustic dwelling; 
there was no cattle or stock, but we had birds such as pheasants. It is quite a remote place, but the 
scenery is unsurpassed; there is a glorious view of Mount Garibaldi. It was never given a name; I 
suppose we should have. Then in the winter we returned to our home in the thirteen hundred block, 
Burnaby Street." 

As told to me, 28 June 1946. 

J.S. Matthews. 
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Memo of conversation with Dr. Robert Mathison, D.D.S., Kelowna, who is visiting 
Vancouver in connection with the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, 1 July 1946. 

He is now, 1 946, the only living founder of the Vancouver Board of Trade. He was employed in 1 886 on 
the Vancouver Weekly Herald, the first newspaper in Vancouver. 

Vancouver Weekly Herald. Vancouver News. The News. 

Dr. Mathison: "I did not have anything to do with the Herald until March 1886. Then, after the 'Fire'" (13 
June) "I printed the Herald and also the News at New Westminster; I was the only one that could do it. 
That was the issue of The News, 20"^ June." 

The first newsboy. 

"It was hard work printing the Herald. Hard work turning the handle to turn out two hundred copies an 
hour. Then I went out on the street and sold them." 

Harkness and Ross. 

"Harkness was from Picton, Ontario, about thirty-five miles from Belleville where Ross came from. 
Harkness did not stay; he went to San Francisco, and I never heard of him again, except that I met a 
brother once. I went to Kelowna in 1905." 

Conversation with George H. Keefer of Cobble Hill, B.C., who is in Vancouver for 
THE Diamond Jubilee Celebration, and called at the City Archives, to renew old 

ASSOCIATION, AND TO LOOK AT HIS BOOK, THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE H. KEEFER, 
WHICH WE COMPILED FOR HIM IN 1936, THE GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR, 5 JULY 1946. 

He is now eighty-one. 

Vancouver, 1886-1946. S.S. Maude. 

Mr. Keefer: "I landed in Victoria sixty-one years ago today; an old sloop which came across in the night 
from Tacoma, Washington. I slept on her all night, no bunks on those ships, sleep where you could on a 
coil of rope. 

"Then, on June 30'^ this year, 1946, I was astounded as I saw from the deck of the S.S. Princess 
Marguerite, out in the gulf (Gulf of Georgia) "as I was coming from Victoria, what used to be forest and 
timber was now laid out streets and high buildings. I could not help but think back to a former trip across 
the same waters on the old steamer Maude in the winter of 1 885 and 1 886. I came over with George A. 
Keefer's survey party to survey the Capilano Water Works." 

Capilano Water Works. 

Major Matthews: Where are you living while in Vancouver this time; where did you live the last time, 1885- 
1886? 

Mr. Keefer: "I'm living on Walnut Street, corner house, 1304 Walnut Street, with my brother Charles E. 
Keefer. I can hardly find words, I am so surprised at the growth and development of the once old 
Granville; Deighton's Hotel and the Sunnyside Hotel, run by Harry Hemlow, over the water on piles, and 
the Deighton House run by Ben and Harry Chase; and Joe Fortes, whose monument is out at English 
Bay, was porter and shoeshine and general roustabout." (Captain) "Tom Jackman was bartender." 

Major Matthews: Where you in the "Fire"? 

Mr. Keefer: "I should say I was, I told you all that before; it's in my autobiography, but there's one thing I 
was reminded of as I came into this magnificent City Hall, and that is the little imitation tent City Hall, with 
'1 886' in red electric light on it, outside there on the lawn at the corner of Cambie and Twelfth." 
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Tent City Hall, 1886. Carrall and Water Street. Vickers Wallace Haywood. Police 
FORCE, 1886. Police station in tent. John W. Stewart. 

"I saw the original tent sliortly after it was erected. Tliere were a few old chairs in it and a table; I didn't 
see much else, but I walked around behind, and I think there were, I think, three prisoners there, and I 
don't know whether they were chained together or not, or if they were chained to a post, but they sure 
couldn't get away, and they were sobering off in the sun. The only thing they were suffering from was a 
headache; the aftermath. I don't know where they got their booze from, but there was an awful lot of it 
around; I heard they threw all the barrels they had time to" (of liquor) "out of the Sunnyside into the inlet, 
and they floated here and there and all over. I heard that lots of fellows got good and drunk on the beach 
from the barrels drifting up on the beach. I heard the fellows who found a barrel on the beach, stove the 
head in with a rock and used a sardine can to dip it out There were lots of drunks around the night after 
the Fire; everyone was so excited after what they had been through, and took a little to steady their 
nerves, and I suppose some of them overrated their capacity. With the result that Jack Stewart and 
Wallace Haywood, who is here in this picture I am holding, having his photo taken in front of the imitation 
'City Hair tent out there on the lawn, sixty years after he had his first photo taken in front of the original 
tent, gathered these fellows in for their own benefit, and then gave them a caution when they got sober 
and let them go. There was no place to put them; what was the use of holding them, and, I don't know of 
course, but I imagine if Jack Stewart, who was Police Chief, had any work he wanted done, these fellows 
would be pressed in to do it." 

The Great Fire. 

"it sure was a queer looking place after the fire. People who had owned lots would be running around 
looking for their corner lots and could not locate where they were; the whole place looked black as the 
ace of spades, and black stumps, and you could not touch anything but your hands were black." 
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The City Archivist And The Builders 



Vancouver owes much, more than 
it can ever repay, to Major J. S- 
Matthews, its incomparable archivist. 
Not the least of the contributions 
made by Major Matthews to Vancou- 
ver's cultural heritage is the tribute 
to 'The Builders" contained in the 
official Souvenir Booklet of the 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. His 
words fare eloquent and impressive: 

'The creation of Vancouver was no 
local incident, but an event in the 
chronicle of mankind which must 
forever interest alt peoples. Who were 
The Builders?' Not supermen, but 
young British and Canadian men and 
women — there were no grey hairs in 
early Vancouver — of vision, courage, 



energy, with the power of justice and 
the patience of strength; they built 
not a fort, but a garden on the shore; 
no sword was drawn, no bugle 
sounded, no blood is on our escutch- 
eon. In the short span of less than a. 
single life there arose, like a magic 
thing, out of the wilderness of forest 
and swamp, a metropolis, a world 
port — Vancouver, spreading ten miles 
wide by seven deep, of monumental 
buildings and luxurious offices, of 
beautiful homes and green lawns, 
with 150 churches, 100 parks, 75 pub- 
lic and 100 private schools, the beau- 
tiful home of a favored and benevo- 
lent people. The Kreat city is the 
monument, the mighty illustration, 
of the achievements of men of peace." 



Item # EarlyVan_v5_055 
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